used as a constructive element. Previously
this had been merely carved out of stone
or a block of granite. Two examples
given by Havell of the Indian temples of
Ganesha and Bhima Rathas at Mamalla-
puram near Madras are of this type. The
temples of Lomas Rishi near Gaya in
Behar and those of Bhaga, Karli and
Nasik in the Bombay Presidency, ascrib-
ed to the first or second century B.C. are
also carved out of rock. Another new
feature of this mosque is the minaret that
provides a place for Azan or the Call to
Prayer. Its principal liwan has three
aisles crossed by a central transept and
has a dome over the middle. The trans-
ept contains four large piers supporting
great arches carrying the central dome,
which is about fourty-three feet in dia-
meter. The square drum of the dome
is made into an octagon by means of
four niches at the angles which are partly
recessed into the wall. Rivoira thinks
that the Muslims copied this motive from
Persia as there is an example of it found
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